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ALDENHAM PARISH COUNCIL



Minutes of the meeting of the RECREATION GROUNDS COMMITTEE held at 7.30pm on 14th July 2010, in The Radlett Centre, Radlett.
Present:
Councillors C. Wilkins (Chairman), Mrs G. Balen, Mrs A Baker,
J Howley & Mrs E. Wackrow.
Also present was Cllr R Worthy.
Officers:
P Evans (Clerk).

F Hills (Head of Grounds Maintenance)

342. Apologies for absence.                                                                       Apologies were received and accepted by the committee from               Cllr D Lambert.
343. Declarations of Interest – none.
344. To adjourn the meeting for members of the public to address the Committee (in accordance with Standing Order 13.9).                            There were no members of the public present.
345. To elect a Vice-Chairman.                                                               Cllr D Lambert was nominated. As he had intimated to the Chairman prior to the meeting that he was prepared to stand again he was duly appointed.
346. To review the terms of reference for the committee.                   The Clerk had circulated the previous terms of reference prior to the meeting. Some amendments were made and these are attached for reference purposes.
347. Clerk’s Report.                                                                                This report had been previously circulated, and was noted.
The Clerk was asked to 
a) Ensure that the ground was made up where the new surfacing had been installed around the Children’s play equipment.
b) To inform HertsmereBC that the Council had considered the plan for the new fencing at Aldenham Green and required this to be installed as soon as possible.

c) That the extension of the MUGA was to be considered again at a later date as funding from external sources was not available.

d) That the signs, as amended were ordered and placed in appropriate places in the parish. 
348. To consider the latest Financial Statements.                                   The Clerk updated members with the latest figures, plus a report, which was duly noted. Members asked if the figures could be produced in a slightly different way which the Clerk agreed to investigate.
The Clerk was also asked to ensure that the amount paid for the electricity on the Christmas lights was consistent with previous years. 
349. Head of Grounds Maintenance Report.                                          The Head of Grounds Maintenance gave a verbal report. 
The brickwork at Radlett Gardens had been reinstated, and some staff had received training on spraying and tractor driving.

Mr F Hills was asked to produce a plan where the staff might help the Council achieve awards for its parks etc.
350. To consider the Children’s Play Equipment Plan for the parish.             A provisional plan had been circulated by the Clerk, as part of the five year strategy of the Council. This report was discussed at length, with various suggestions being made.
This item will be carried forward, with the Clerk amending the plan to include the budgetary position for 2010/11, earmarked reserves, section 106 available funds, and pictures of the types of equipment available.
351. To consider the location and feasibility of a ‘trim trail’.                         The Clerk had circulated details of some pieces of ‘outdoor gym’ equipment that was becoming popular in the country. Members discussed the principle of whether this would be popular in the parish, and where the equipment could be placed. 
It was then

Resolved;

a) That the Clerk investigates whether a site visit could be made to a local location where members could check the nature and robustness of the equipment.

b) The Chairman to write an article in ‘Around Radlett’ requesting opinions and ideas of location for the equipment.
352. To receive feedback from the ‘walkabout’ in June.                Members noted the following items that need attention.
· The Head of Grounds Maintenance to investigate the costs of building a wall at Radlett Gardens to replace the barbarous hedge.
· Cut back the ivy hedge at Tykeside.
· The Clerk to ensure that the appropriate authorities ensure that there is no contamination of the river because of the building works being carried out at Brook Court.
Phillimore Recreation Ground 

353. To review the allotment conditions of use regulations.                The Clerk had previously circulated a copy of the 2009 regulations. There were some small amendments made and the 2010 regulations are attached for reference purposes. 

354. To consider if there could be an increasing use of the football pitches.                                                                                             Cllr C Wilkins asked if there was enough scope to increase the use of the football pitches at Phillimore Recreation Ground in comparison to other local venues. The Clerk advised members of the current level of use, and also the request from Radlett Village to reduce the fees for the 2010/11 season. The Head of Grounds Maintenance also explained that the area would need extra drainage to ensure that the pitches would be available for use, which would be expensive.
After further discussion it was 

Resolved;

a) That the Clerk approaches Aldenham Junior Football Club, to ascertain whether they could increase their hire by one pitch per week.

b) That the Radlett Village Football Club be informed that the hire rates for 2010/11 had been agreed and would not be amended.

King George V Playing Fields 

355. To consider the latest offer from Tabard Rugby Club regarding a new lease.                                                                                        Cllr C Wilkins advised the committee that he had attended a meeting of Tabard Rugby Club regarding this matter. He added that he had been able to answer most queries, and also to update the club on the Councils future intensions regarding the car park, Salters Field and the Picnic Field. After further discussion it was then
Resolved;

a) That the Clerk confirms to Tabard Rugby Club that it will 

instruct its solicitors to draw up a new 25 year lease which will replace the existing lease, and that the Council will pay its own legal costs.

b) That the new lease will only include the Rugby Field and exclude the car park.

c) That there will be a clause added which will state that the small car park adjacent to the clubhouse, bordered by the tarmac road serving the cricket club and to be delineated on the demise plan, can be cordoned off for the sole use of the Rugby Club on match days during the rugby season and that, to avoid any dispute, a sign be erected which clearly states that  APC permits the Rugby Club to cordon off this area.
d) That a clause is added which will state that during the term of the lease there will be no charges for general use of the car park made by the Council. 
e) That during the term of the lease the Council will not let the car park where it would infringe on matches being played by Tabard Rugby Club.
356. To receive the latest plan regarding the new access road to Salters Field.                                                                                   The Clerk had circulated a revised plan for the new access road from Watling Street to the proposed Old Haberdashers Club ground. This amended plan created a bend that would intrude into the ‘Picnic Field’. The Clerk added that he had asked for dimensions, but that these were not available, although it was envisaged that approximately 5m were required. He also stated that the road could not intrude on the opposite field as had been advised by Richard Brown this was not owned by Blue Star properties.
It was then 

Recommended that the plan is noted pending the receipt of an actual annotated document detailing the width of the road etc.
357. To consider whether to employ the Herts& Middx Wildlife Trust to carry out a restoration action plan on Cobden Hill Dell.                Cllr C Wilkins advised members that this item followed the recent inspection of the Dell, where it was hoped that the Trust might agree to manage the Dell on behalf of the Council.
The Clerk had circulated a quote from the Trust which members considered did not answer the points raised originally.

It was therefore

Resolved that the Clerk accepts the quotation from Herts& Middx Wildlife Trust providing their report will cover;
a) What works need to be carried out in the Dell

b) Who will carry this out

c) How will this be carried out

d) To produce a long term maintenance plan.
The Chairman then moved the following resolution;

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s 1(2), the press and public is excluded from the meeting whilst matters pertaining to tenders applied on council contracts are discussed. 
358. To open tenders for a replacement tractor for the Council.

359. To open tenders for the tree surveys 2010.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm

---------------------------------                   -----------------
Chairman                                                Dated 
Date of next meeting 15th September 2010.
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